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A message from Joe Young, Board of Trustees President of Family Promise of Sussex County
COVID-19 is scary, it is real, and we don’t know what will happen next. If you are like most people, our first instinct is to retreat
and hold on. We can see this in empty shelves at the store. In crisis, we often believe resources are scarce, we feel vulnerable
and we turn inward for protection.
The fact is everyone is impacted– all of us are vulnerable. Some more, some less, but regardless, each one of us needs to first look
for the safety and security of ourselves, our families and everyone we love – remember Airline rules– put your mask on first,
then help those around you. Often we feel the capacity to love is limited to only those we know. Funny thing about love– it’s
actually creative and multiplies the more we share. When we give love or empathy, especially when we are vulnerable
ourselves, it grows and returns back to us in ways we can’t even imagine.
Some of us have more resources or capacity than others. It is impossible to measure one person’s capacity and compare to
another – none of us knows what each is going through, even if we are facing the same threat. What we can do is ask you to
evaluate your own capacity and reach out in love. I am asking you to remember those who are impacted who have no financial
capacity – the Homeless.
Family Promise of Sussex County has been hit by COVID-19 much like other non-profits and businesses. With over 10 million
people filing for unemployment this month, homelessness has the potential to get worse during these times, even with
government support. Family Promise of Sussex County needs to be financially strong to provide those facing homelessness the
help they need. Please consider sharing by donating what you can at this time. Regardless of whether or not you wish to give to
Family Promise of Sussex County – share something with someone – share your love because together we will grow stronger
and come out of this crisis better than ever.

2020 Annual Appeal

A note from your friends at

As the end of the year quickly approaches, I quite often find myself taking a step back to
reflect on the year. This year has been anything but easy, but many of us can call
ourselves lucky. We had a safe, comfortable home to lay our heads at night and to keep
us healthy throughout the pandemic. We were able to follow the guidelines to remain
healthy: wash your hands, sanitize, self-isolate, wear personal protection equipment. Not
everyone had this luxury. At Family Promise of Sussex County, we work with families
experiencing a housing crisis. So, let me pose this question: when one does not have a
home, how are they supposed to stay at home? Wash their hands? Disinfect? Selfisolate? How can these families stay safe?

DID YOU KNOW?

1 IN EVERY 5 PEOPLE WHO IS
HOMELESS IS A CHILD.
51% OF HOMELESS CHILDREN ARE
UNDER THE AGE OF FIVE.
IN 2019, NEW JERSEY HAD THE
HIGHEST FORECLOSURE RATE IN THE
U.S. FOR THE FIFTH YEAR IN A ROW.
HELP US HELP THEM.
Donate today.

When you don't have a home,
how are you supposed to:
-stay at home?
-wash your hands?
-self-isolate?
-disinfect?

What do you imagine when you think of homelessness? Do you imagine big cities
with people sleeping on the streets and begging for food?
I know that's what I imagined before I came to work for Family Promise. The truth is,
homelessness can be subtle, secretive, and hiding right under our noses. Did you
know that in 2019, New Jersey had the highest foreclosure rate in the nation for
the FIFTH year in a row? Within New Jersey, Sussex County ranked as having one of
the highest foreclosure rates in the state.

Your neighbors need your help.

Now, with people being laid off and businesses closing due to the pandemic, the
foreclosure and eviction rates are only going to rise. According to NJ Spotlight News, "There
is a moratorium on evictions during the pandemic, but landlords have continued to file
cases. Housing advocates fear a surge of evictions when the moratorium lifts. 'It will
explode into a tidal wave if we don’t do something,' said Staci Berger, president of the
Housing and Community Development Network of New Jersey. 'We have people who have
been living paycheck to paycheck for years, playing by the rules, going to work, trying to
pay their bills, watching their rents go through the roof,' Berger said. 'And through no fault
of their own, they are slammed with a pandemic.' The COVID-19 pandemic has left
more than 1 million people unemployed in New Jersey."
That's where WE come in! Our programs work with individuals and families who are experiencing a housing crisis and assist them in
relocating and stabilizing to achieve self-sufficiency. These programs are funded by grants with strict guidelines and restrictions. Many
of the families in need in Sussex County do not meet the rigorous criteria in order for us to aid them through these programs. That's
where YOU come in! It is only through direct donations from donors like you that we can achieve the level of success that we have
achieved. With your support, we can help your neighbors that may not meet the stringent criteria outlined by our grantors. Please
consider donating today to help us continue to serve our community throughout these extremely difficult times. Just look at all of the
amazing things we have been able to achieve this year with the help of donors like you:

Mail your donation with the above information to PO Box 154, Newton, NJ 07860
or make an online donation at the site below:

https://familypromisesussex.charityproud.org/Donate/?cid=8107

OUR GROWING BOARD OF TRUSTEES
WELCOME COLLEEN GUBER-DECKER!
Family Promise of Sussex County is delighted to welcome our new Board of
Trustees member Colleen Guber-Decker. An entrepreneur by training,
Colleen is the proud owner of Salon Fig which stands for Faith in God. An
eco-friendly, organic-based salon and spa that combines the power of
health and the allure of beauty, Salon Fig offers clients a toxin-free, relaxing
hair experience.
Colleen's determination, strength, and optimism sprout from her deep faith
and spirituality and from the belief that "with God, all things are possible".
This belief shapes Colleen's vision of the world and the ways in which to
engage with it.
Colleen is well acquainted with the work of Family Promise of Sussex
County and is looking forward to bringing her knowledge and enthusiasm
to her role as board member in order to best serve the homeless and at-risk
population in our community. She is a firm believer in the benefits of
teamwork and in increasing community awareness as a way forward in
mitigating and preventing homelessness.
Once again, a warm welcome to Colleen!

OUR NEW PROGRAMS

Here at Family Promise of Sussex County, we too have adopted a mode of prevention to mitigate the unintended consequences of
COVID-19. Our agency’s task today -more than ever- as we navigate the COVID-19 terrain, is to ensure that we expand our capacity and
response efforts to assist the already displaced and help prevent at-risk populations from becoming homeless, helpless, and hungry.

Cerbo's Christmas Tree Farm Fundraiser
On December 6, 2020, we teamed up with Cerbo's Christmas Tree Farm
in Branchville for a fundraising event. Thanks to the generosity and
donations of local bakeries and farms, we raised just under $1,200 just
from the bake sale!
One of our housing specialists, Zach Anderson, offered professional
photographs to families in exchange for a donation to the agency.
The Cerbo family also generously offered a $10 donation from every
tree that was purchased on that day and for anyone who brought in a
flyer for the event throughout the season.
We cannot thank Cerbo's and our community enough for the amazing
support that we received at this event!

Thank You to our Donors:
BAGFUL O' BAGELS
CAFE PIERROT
CLOVE BROOK MARKET
CUPCAKE CAFE
HOLLAND AMERICAN BAKERY

PATTYCAKES
STARBUCKS OF FRANKLIN
TRANQUILITY FARMS
WINDY BROW FARMS

Community Support
Sussex County is an incredibly generous and giving county. Every year during the
holidays, we receive a tremendous amount of donations to help make the holidays a
little easier and a little more joyful for our clients and neighbors in need. Thank you to
ALL of our community members and partners who reached out and made donations to
the agency. We would like to especially thank some of our community partners who
went above and beyond for us this holiday season:

The staff of ThorLabs purchased gifts from
our clients' Christmas Wish Lists. We were able
to provide specific and desired gifts to all of
the children in our programs!
Sussex Rural Electric donated 50 Kohl's Cares
books and stuffed animals to be distributed as
Christmas Gifts to our children clients.

Sussex NJ Macaroni Kid, Sparta Woman's Club,
Junior Woman's Club of Sparta, and Sparta
Ambulance Squad conducted a number of
drives to collect winter coats, hats, gloves,
scarves, socks, and blankets for our clients.

The United Way's Gifts of the Season Project
allowed donors to "adopt" children in our
programs and provide them with ALL of the
items on their Christmas wish lists!

Thanks to Mitch Morrison and his volunteers, as well as the
Atlantic Health System, we were able to distribute frozen hams,
turkeys, and prepared, individual holiday meals with all the
fixings and pie to all of our clients for Thanksgiving!

Looking for Ways to Support FPSC?

We were blessed and honored to have been approached by
Donna Valente, creator and host of Giving Heartbeat to be
interviewed for her podcast! Giving Heart Beat is THE place
to make connections and ignite sparks of compassion into
forces for good, and together, turn unsung heroes into
everyday super heroes. Conversations with dynamic
nonprofit champions from Across The Planet reveal how
they turned their Passion into Action, and Obstacles into
Achievements. Please listen to and share our episode!
https://giving-heartbeat.simplecast.com/episodes/episode-19-interview-withnichole-reed-of-family-promise-of-sussex-county-nj

Create a Facebook Birthday Fundraiser to share with
your friends and family why you are a supporter of
Family Promise of Sussex County!

Choose us as your supporting charity on Amazon Smile!

Donate Needed Items:
Men's Winter Coats (Size L-2XL)
Men's, Women's, and Children's Winter Hats
Women's and Children's Winter Gloves
Toiletries
Cleaning Supplies
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