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A message from the Board of Trustees President, Joseph Young
When we reflect on the work of Family Promise of Sussex County, we see families who
have suddenly found themselves in a situation with no home and nowhere to go. Our
first instinct is to help them get off the street and into a safe, warm environment where
they can start piecing their lives back together. Since its inception, Family Promise
been a first responder for families in crisis. The Emergency Shelter program,
supported by the local Faith Community, has been a cornerstone for these families.
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But… Family Promise of Sussex County is so much more. The Emergency Shelter
Program by itself can only be a temporary relief for families. Depending on the root
cause of losing their home, families need more. Unemployment, health concerns,
abuse, financial hardships, family crisis, and mental illness can all aggravate the
problem. Without help, these issues do not go away. Family Promise of Sussex County
goes beyond by connecting families and individuals to social and health services,
employers, and financial aid as well as long-term housing. The staff of professionally
trained social workers provide case management support helping our clients become
independent and self-sufficient.
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Giving to Family Promise of Sussex County is an investment into our community. It is
not only a safety net, but a path back to home. Please give generously!
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Emergency Shelter Program:
Lodging, short-term shelter support,
meals, intensive case management
19 Church Street
Newton, NJ 07860
(973) 579-1180

Homeless Prevention Program:
Financial Resources to stabilize a home in
danger of eviction

Opening Doors, Men's Day Program:
Provides Support to street homeless men
through case management, employment
counseling, and access to showers, laundry,
and computers for housing searches

Rapid Rehousing Program:
Short-term financial resources to assist
in re-establishing housing

Permanent Supportive Housing:
Long-term housing solutions with
support to chronically homeless
households

Intensive Case Management:
Promoting support, advocacy, & referral
services through individual and group life
skills trainings

Everyone deserves a home.

Client Success Stories

The A Family is pictured above settling into their
new home right before Christmas with their
Charlie Brown tree.

The A family came to FPSC after they
lost their home and all of their
belongings in an electrical house fire.
The A family attended case
management monthly and was in
constant communication with their
caseworker. The A family was
successful in reestablishing stable
housing and has also obtained
employment and medical insurance.
They were assisted with connecting to
many community organizations that
have helped them to refurnish their
new home and gain back the safety
and security that was lost in the fire.

The M family entered into the emergency shelter
program at FPSC after losing their previous
living arrangement. Dad worked hard, juggling
the needs of his children, their schooling, his
work, and attending case management while
working to find a new home. With the help of
their case worker and the Rapid Rehousing
program, they have successfully stabilized their
housing and their lives. The M family has settled
into their new home, Dad has received a
promotion at work, and they have welcomed a
dog into their family.
The M family is pictured to the right in their living room
in front of their beautifully decorated Christmas tree.

Mr. L was street homeless for over four
years. With the help of Family Promise
of Sussex County, Mr. L attended case
management sessions working hard to
obtain medical coverage, income, and
housing. Mr. L is now off the streets and
living in an apartment. He has been
connected to numerous community
supports in addition to the continued case
management he receives from FPSC.
Mr. L is pictured to the left at FPSC’s 2019
Christmas party.

In 2019,
FPSC assisted over
730 individuals
experiencing a
housing crisis.

The H-M family is pictured above in
their new home.

The H-M family came to FPSC's Emergency
Shelter after Grandma received custody of her
four grandchildren and had to leave her
apartment due to the increase number of
people being in violation of her lease. Grandma
worked with her caseworker to meet the many
needs of the new family dynamic. Their FPSC
caseworker provided assistance to get the
children registered into the local school district
and ensure that they transitioned well to their
new living situation. Agency staff provided the
children with youth support services. From the
shelter, they moved into FPSC's Rapid
Rehousing program where they are still actively
engaged in case management services. It's been
a challenge for grandma to stretch the
household budget to meet the needs of her
four grandchildren, but through financial
counseling services with her caseworker at
FPSC, she has made impressive improvements
and is finding a balance with budgeting, paying
bills, and obtaining needed documentation.

The below table shows improved outcomes related to housing individuals
and families with our new, expanded programs and resources.

Program:

2018:

2019:

Emergency Shelter

60%

79%

Men's Day

75%

95.24%

Intensive Case Management 68%

88.2%

Message from a Client
Hi, my name is Amy and I have been a client at Family Promise for 11 months in the Rapid Rehousing Program. Through this
program, I have received a security deposit and rental assistance along with a moving truck to help me move into my new
apartment. I relocated to Sussex County after attempting to get supportive services in another county failed. I have had so many
new opportunities here. I have been very happy with the resources in Sussex County because of the number of providers who were so
nice and willing to help. Before I came to Family Promise, I was at two other local shelters where I stayed for the duration of my
pregnancy and for a short time after my daughter was born. I was struggling to find an affordable apartment and was referred to
Family Promise of Sussex County. I began working with my case manager at Family Promise and in a short amount of time, she
helped me to find a home for myself and my daughter. Family Promise provided financial assistance and case management for our
first year in our new home through their Rapid Rehousing Program and this has helped to break the cycle of homelessness for my
family and others like me. When I had the keys to my own apartment, it was the best feeling. I felt so accomplished as a parent. I
have accomplished a lot in the past year, and I have been so grateful for all of the people who have cared about my life, success, and
self-sufficiency. The program works if you stick to it.
As a part of Family Promise's Rapid Rehousing program, I participated in monthly case management sessions. These meetings
taught me organization and planning. I realized I needed to make time in my schedule to address appointments and get things
done. I have learned a lot from my case managers. I was taught about budgeting and how I can change my spending habits.
Money management helped me to see that I can make it on my own. I knew I had to put money into savings every month, which
helped me stick to the program, and I think it is what makes this program so successful. I have been connected to services like
LIHEAP for utility assistance, which I did not know existed prior to participating in case management. They bring me fliers to provide
me information about programs that are happening within the community. When I have questions, they are always answered by my
case worker. I had a mold issue in my apartment, and my case worker gave me the confidence to speak up for myself and taught me
how to approach the issue appropriately rather than sweeping it under the rug.
I used to be really shy, but now I know I can tackle housing issues head-on and I know who to notify if
I have any concerns. During the holidays, I received Christmas gifts for my daughter, groceries, and
clothing from Family Promise. My caseworker always reaches out to me to see what I need when
donations have been given. If I can't get something through Family Promise, I am always connected
with a provider who can help. I have recently learned that it is better to try than not to try at all. I wanted
to be on my feet on my own, which Family Promise was able to help me achieve. Thank you.

More Successes- Permanent Supportive Housing Clients
-Mr. T regained custody of his son and together they moved into a new house. The house has a yard for his son to
play in and is closer to Mr. T's community supports.
-Mr. R finished dialysis and was able to return to choir practice which is his greatest passion.
-Ms. R found a new apartment after experiencing conflicts in her old complex and was able to advocate for herself
to coordinate support during the move.
-Mr. B applied for Medicaid, applied for jobs, and sought treatment for alcohol use disorder.
-The M Family reevaluated expenses to address unpaid bills. They have been following a budget successfully and
utilizing community supports to stabilize family relationships.
-Ms. K applied for Work First and has been pursuing jobs to increase household income.
-Mr. K is cutting back on smoking to become eligible for a kidney transplant. He is building positive relationships
within his apartment building by participating in activities with other residents.

SUSSEX COUNTY SUPPORT
What a wonderful few months we have had! We have received
donations from NUMEROUS schools in our county.
First, we received over 100 brand new books from Ms. Caputo's fifth
grade class at Helen Morgan School in Sparta. Ms. Caputo asked for
new children's books in lieu of Christmas presents this year. Her
students' families did not disappoint. Our day center now has a
bookshelf full of books for the children in our shelter program to
enjoy.
Fredon Township School students collected socks as part of their
Student Council's 10 Months of Giving initiative. Fredon Township
families donated 432 pairs of socks to the homeless and at-risk
individuals and families of Sussex County! We received a wide variety
of sizes and styles that will be able to help anyone from newborn
babies to street homeless adults!
Ogdensburg Borough Public School Girls on the Run Club generously
collected gloves, scarves, toiletries, etc. and made care packages for
the homeless and at-risk individuals and families of Sussex County.
Do you see how stuffed my car is?! The back seat was filled too!
Miss Franklin and Little Miss Franklin dropped off a multitude of
socks and foot care products that the Franklin Borough Recreation
Committee collected for the clients of Family Promise of Sussex
County. Many people have been able to rest easy with toasty toes and
one less thing to worry about this winter!
Finally, I swung by Halsted Middle School in Newton to speak with
their Financial Literacy class about the services we provide and the
needs of our community. The students were incredibly enthusiastic
and had wonderful questions about our organization. We discussed
the importance of budgeting and saving for unexpected expenses. The
students also took up a collection of nonperishable food items for our
shelter guests.

THANK YOU to all of our community partners for your overwhelming generosity. It is only through your
kindness & blessings that we are able to help as many people as we do. In 2019, Family Promise of Sussex
County assisted over 730 individuals experiencing a housing crisis. YOU helped make that possible.

CLIENT CHRISTMAS PARTY
Our annual client Christmas Party was a HUGE success this year. We had just
about 80 clients attend which is our highest number of attendees yet! Each guest
was able to eat a delicious dinner prepared and served by the culinary program at
Sussex Tech, participate in fun activities lead by teens from Pass It Along, take a
picture with Santa and have it printed and inserted in a beautiful wooden frame
crafted by students at Sussex Tech, eat pastries and drink coffee or hot chocolate
donated and served by Starbucks, receive a gift from Santa (donated by Sussex
Rural Electric Cooperative), receive a quilt from Quilting for a Cause, paint
cookies donated by Cafe Pierrot, listen to LIVE harp music beautifully performed
by one of our Board members (Dr. Rev. Debra Brewin-Wilson), get their face
painted by the talented Meghan Quiggle, and relax with friends and family during
a fun, carefree event at First Presbyterian Church of Newton.

GREAT GATSBY FUNDRAISER
What an amazing afternoon this was! Thank you to all who braved the
storm to join us for our Great Gatsby Fundraiser! A fun time was had by
all! A special THANK YOU to all of our donors and sponsors for helping
make this such a successful event! And THANK YOU ThorLabs staff Jamie
and Elizabeth for the beautiful photo booth backdrop!

To register, purchase a sponsorship or 50/50 tickets,
or for more information, please visit
https://familypromisesussex.charityproud.org/EventRegistration/Index/3358

THANK YOU TO OUR CURRENT SPONSORS:

Volunteer
Appreciation Dinner
June 11, 2020 | 5:30 - 7:00 PM

Thank you for helping us make a
difference in the lives of our neighbors!

Have you volunteered with Family
Promise of Sussex County?
If so, we would like to show our
appreciation for your dedication and
support!
Please join us, along with your
family, for a Volunteer
Appreciation Dinner!

Did you know?
1 in every 5 people who is homeless is a child.

June 11, 2020
5:30 - 7:00 PM
at Christ Episcopal Church
62 Main Street, Newton
Formal invite to follow.

1 in every 32 homes in Sussex County were in
foreclosure in 2017.
1 in every 30 American children will
experience homelessness this year.
On a one-day count in January 2018, over 100
homeless households were identified in
Sussex County.

Looking for Ways to Help FPSC???
We are currently seeking gift baskets and items for the silent
auction at our upcoming Spring in Bloom Fundraiser! Do you
own your own business or have a special talent and want to get
your name or company out there? This is a great way to do that!
Send pamphlets/brochures/business cards/etc. in with your
donated item(s) and we will be sure to display them at the event!
If you would like to put together a basket or donate an item,
please email fpsc@familypromisesussex.org. Keep in mind- all
donations are tax deductible and FPSC will provide you with a
thank you letter that can be submitted when filing your taxes!

Attend our upcoming fundraiser!
Can't make it? Consider the Following:
Purchase a Sponsorship
Purchase 50/50 tickets- you do not have to be at the event to win!
Tell your friends about the event
Share our page and posts on social media
Share our newsletter and emails with friends and family
Make a monetary donation
Donate a Silent or Live Auction Item

